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Several weeks ago, an established population of the 
spotted lanternfly was found in Hillsville, VA (Carroll 
County), less than 20 miles from the VA-NC state line. 
This is the closest infestation to NC to date. It is now 
more important than ever for North Carolinians to 
stay vigilant and report spotted lanternfly if they see 
it. 
 
Spotted lanternfly is a non-native invasive insect with 
a wide host range, known to attack over 70 species of woody plants. The 
greatest impact will be felt on NC agriculture (e.g., grapes/wine production 
and fruit trees), tourism and event industries, and as a general nuisance pest. 
 
As a sucking insect, spotted lanternfly uses straw-like mouthparts to remove 
nutrients and sugars from plants, reducing plant vigor. This increases sus-
ceptibility to other stress agents, reduces crop quality and quantity, impacts 
plant cold hardiness, and can lead to death. 
 
Spotted lanternfly is notorious for its habit to cluster 
together which not only means many insects feed sim-
ultaneously, but they can be quite a nuisance to the 
public. In areas they’ve become established, insects 
cluster on businesses preventing entry, fly into stores, 
drop honeydew on cars and other objects, cluster on 
or near homes, and sometimes land on people. If es-
tablished in NC, they will quickly become notorious 
and greatly disliked! 
 
Early detection is critical in the management of this pest. Everyone is asked 
to stay vigilant and report spotted lanternfly if you see or suspect that you see 
it. Please take a picture and submit it in an email to badbug@ncagr.gov or 
call the North Carolina Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services at 
919-707-3730. 
 
For more information go to: https://content.ces.ncsu.edu/spotted-lanternfly 
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Cold weather can cause all types of problems for plants in Western North Carolina.  Heavy snowfalls may 
damage and break limbs.  Below freezing temperatures may injure plant tissue with rapid temperature 
changes.   Leyland cypress and other evergreens may suffer damage from cold winter winds and dry out 
when water is unavailable from the frozen ground.  
 
First and foremost it is important to grow plants that are winter hardy in our area.  Na-
tive plants will survive and thrive in WNC if rated for our plant hardiness zone of 6b or 7 
depending on the elevation.  Additional ways to avoid winter damage include allowing 
plants to harden in the fall before cold weather begins.  Avoid fertilizing and pruning in 
the fall to prevent stimulating new growth. Water plants during late summer and au-
tumn months to minimize drought stress. Avoid sites that have low spots where frost 
pockets may be an issue.  Arrange potted containers close together and cover with a 
plastic sheet making sure not to touch plants. Finally, consider mulching or mound soil 
around pots to insulate the roots.  
 
Signs of winter damage may appear overnight or manifest several months later. The most common types of 
damage occur from cold temperatures, sudden change in temperatures and desiccation.  
 
Cold Temperatures: Signs of cold damage may be immediate or delayed until months later. If new growth 
has emerged, tender leaves and buds exposed to freezing temperatures will appear water-soaked, wilted and 
turn black within a few hours or days.  If flowering buds become damaged, reduced flowering may be seen in 
the spring and summer months. Narrow-leaved evergreens such as junipers may turn uniformly brown at 
their tips. Broad-leaved evergreens such as hollies, often have marginal leaf burn. During prolonged cold 
snaps, broadleaf evergreens such as rhododendrons, camellias, and evergreen azaleas are likely to develop 
brown, scorched-looking leaves, especially on the windy side.  
 
Split Bark: Splitting of the stem or bark, commonly occurs near the base of the plant due to sudden chang-
es in temperature. If damage occurs at the base of the plant, it may perish. Bark splitting transpires when 
warm day temperatures are observed during the winter, early spring or late fall months followed by hard 
frosts in the late afternoon evenings.  Both young and old trees with smooth bark are the most susceptible 
when the sun warms the trunk in the winter. If damage occurs in this manner, take measures to prune 
back split stems and branches to healthy tissue.  White Latex paint is often used in fruit tree orchards to 
help reflect sunlight and aides the trunk from cracking.  
 
Desiccation: Desiccation, or drying out, is more problematic on evergreen plants. Drying out occurs when 
water leaves the plant faster than it enters.  During the winter months, desiccation can occur if there is not 
enough ground moisture available for the plant. Water loss is greatest during windy, sunny conditions. This 
type of injury appears as discolored or burned evergreen needles or leaves. 
 
Care After Damage - Before pruning out damaged wood, wait!  Even dead-looking plants may still be alive. 
The extent of winter damage can best be determined after new growth starts in the spring.  If you can’t wait, 
check for living tissue by taking a small pocket knife or hand pruners and gently cut into the wood to see if 
the tissue is green or brown. Oftentimes, damaged plants take their time before new growth emerges. Broad-
leaved evergreens showing leaf damage will usually produce new leaves if branches and vegetative leaf buds 
have not been severely wounded.  If tissue injury is excessive, then leaves may drop off naturally or be re-
moved by hand.  
 
Once you determine a course of action, prune all dead twigs or branches back 
to within 1/4 inch above a live bud or flush with the nearest live branch. Ap-
ply a mid-spring application of fertilizer to stimulate new growth on cold dam-
aged plants. In the fall, mulch around the base of landscape plants to help 
prevent the ground from freezing and help the plants absorb water. 



Page 3 

Lawns 
Ɣ Depending on the weather, you may still need to mow a time or two before putting 

the mover away for winter. 
Ɣ A mulching mower can do a good job of chopping those fallen leaves if there are not 

too many. Another option is to put on the bagging attachment to chop and collect 
the leaves. They make a good addition to the compost pile.   

Ɣ Do not allow a heavy layer of leaves to smother ground covers, evergreen perennials 
or pansies. 

 
Vegetables 
Ɣ Remember to take advantage of the herb garden when preparing those holiday meals. In addition to 

flavoring, herbs can make lovely garnish or table decorations. 
Ɣ Leafy greens can be harvested by pulling the whole plant, or by removing lower leaves and allowing 

the plant to continue to grow. 
Ɣ Most of the winter vegetables, such as cabbage, broccoli and greens, do not need protection from 

cold temperatures until nights fall into the low 20s. 
Ɣ Remove the dead ferns from the asparagus bed. 
Ɣ Monitor greenhouses, cloches and cold frames daily. Temperatures heat up quickly on a sunny 

day. 
 

Fruits 
Ɣ Finish fall cleanup, rake leaves and remove any fruit left in trees or on the ground.  
Ɣ Do not prune fruit trees until March. 
Ɣ Pull weeds in the strawberry bed, but do not cover the plants with straw yet. 

 
Ornamentals 
Ɣ When planting trees and shrubs, pay attention to correct planting depth. Water well and apply a 3 

inch layer of mulch, being careful to pull the mulch a few inches away from the stem. 
Ɣ Check landscape beds for winter annual weeds. Remove them now as they will only be larger in the 

spring. 
Ɣ If you love to have daffodils, crocus, iris and grape hyacinth blooming next spring, then plant now! 

Bulbs need to be exposed to cool temperatures to bloom. Its best to get them planted before 
Thanksgiving. 

Ɣ To enjoy the poinsettia as long as possible, give it very little direct sunlight, 
keep it away from heat vents and cold drafts, and water regularly. 

Ɣ Keep good pruning practices in mind when cutting holiday greenery. Make 
clean cuts at branch angles or leaf nodes, and keep an eye on the shape of 
the plant. 

Ɣ Inspect house plants, especially any that spent the summer outdoors. They 
often carry in small insects such as scale, mealybugs, whiteflies and spider 
mites. 

Ɣ Before bringing a live Christmas tree indoors, give it a good shake and even a good cleaning with 
the garden hose to remove pollen and hitchhiking insects. 

 
Other 
Ɣ This is an excellent time to send in your soil! Tests results come back quickly this time of year, al-

lowing plenty of time to start making adjustments for next season’s garden. 
Ɣ Drain rain barrels. Some people simply leave the tap open for the winter, others reinstall the down 

spout and store the barrel. 
Ɣ Along with the holiday greetings, the garden catalogs will be arriving in the mail. Start flagging your 

wish list pages for spring orders. 
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1. Purchase a fresh tree with needles that do not fall off when shaken. 

2. Recut the base of the stem and stand it in water as soon as you get it home. 

3. Store the tree outdoors, standing in a bucket of water, until it is brought 

inside. 

4. Avoid exposing the tree to heat sources and warm drafts.  

5. Be sure your tree stand is large enough to hold adequate water. Check the 
water level daily and keep the cut surface covered with water at all times. A cut 
Christmas tree will absorb between 2 pints and one gallon of water per day. 
Use plain water, no additives. 

Happy Holidays 

Christy Bredenkamp, 

Macon County Extension Director 

Horticulture & Community Development 

Caring for Cut Christmas Trees 

Macon County Center 
193 Thomas Heights Rd. 
Franklin, NC 28734 


